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SAM SILENCED FOR NOW 


JULIA WALL jwall@newsobserver.com 


Demonstrators and spectators gather around a toppled Confederate statue known as Silent Sam Monday at UNC-Chapel Hill. Demonstrators surrounded and obscured the statue 


with large banners before toppling it. Republican political leaders and UNC system officials promised a full investigation into the toppling of the statue. 


UNC officials and state leaders: 
‘Mob rule’ won't be tolerated 


BY JANE STANCILL 
AND LYNN BONNER 


jstancill@newsobserver.com 
lbonner@newsobserver.com 


CHAPEL HILL 


Republican political leaders 
and UNC system officials prom- 
ised a full investigation into the 
toppling of the Silent Sam Con- 
federate monument and called 
Monday night’s protest “mob 
rule” that won’t be tolerated. 


Others said the vandalism 


could have been avoided if uni- 
versity and political leaders had 


© More nsie 


@ Police response to two Silent Sam 
protests far different. 4A 
@ Where is Silent Sam and who might 


replace him? 6A 


taken action. UNC’s student 
government officers praised the 


downing of Silent Sam, saying 
protesters took it upon them- 
selves to erase what they called 
a symbol of the university’s 
history of white supremacy and 


bigotry. 


A joint statement from UNC 
Board of Governors Chairman 
Harry Smith and UNC President 


Margaret Spellings said they had 


conferred with UNC-Chapel Hill 


@ Silent Sam timeline, 6A 


Chancellor Carol Folt and 
Trustee Chairman Haywood 
Cochrane about next steps. 
“Campus leadership is in 
collaboration with campus po- 
lice, who are pulling together a 
timeline of the events, review- 
ing video evidence, and con- 
ducting interviews that will 


SEE SILENT SAM, 5A 


TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com 


A protester is led away by police as demonstrators cover the 


Confederate statue known as Silent Sam with banners Monday. 


Cohen admits arranging 
payments at Trump’s call 


BY WILLIAM K. RASHBAUM, 
MAGGIE HABERMAN, 

BEN PROTESS 

AND JIM RUTENBERG 


New York Times 


Michael Cohen, Presi- 
dent Donald Trump’s 
former fixer, pleaded 
guilty Tuesday to breaking 
campaign finance laws 
and other charges. 

He made the extraor- 
dinary admission that he 
arranged payments to two 
women “at the direction 
of the candidate,” re- 
ferring to Trump, to se- 
cure their silence about 
affairs they said they had 
with Trump. 

Cohen told a judge in 
U.S. District Court in 


Manhattan 
that the 
payments 
were “for 
the princi- 
pal purpose 
of influ- 
encing the 
election” 
for presi- 
dent in 2016. 

Cohen also pleaded 
guilty to multiple counts 
of tax evasion and bank 
fraud, bringing to a close a 
months-long investigation 
by Manhattan federal 
prosecutors who exam- 
ined his personal business 
dealings and his role in 
helping to arrange finan- 
cial deals with women 
connected to Trump. 


Michael 
Cohen 


The plea came shortly 
before another blow to the 
president: His former 
campaign manager, Paul 
Manafort, was convicted 
in his financial fraud trial 
in Virginia. The special 
counsel had built a case 
that Manafort hid millions 
of dollars in foreign ac- 
counts to evade taxes and 
lied to banks to obtain 
$20 million in loans. 

In Manhattan, Cohen 
made the admission about 
Trump’s role in the pay- 
ments to an adult film 
actress and a former Play- 
boy playmate as he plead- 
ed guilty to two campaign 
finance crimes. 


SEE COHEN, 7A 


Manafort convicted 
on eight counts in 
tax, bank fraud trial 


BY MATT ZAPOTOSKY, 
LYNH BUI, TOM JACKMAN 
AND DEVLIN BARRETT 


Washington Post 


ALEXANDRIA, VA. 
A jury has found former 
Trump campaign chair- 
man Paul Manafort guilty 
after a three-week trial on 
tax and bank fraud charg- 
es — a major if not com- 
plete victory for special 
counsel Robert Mueller as 
he continues to investigate 
the president’s associates. 
The jury convicted Ma- 
nafort on eight of the 18 
counts against him. The 
jury said it was dead- 
locked on the other 10. 


U.S. District Court Judge 
T.S. Ellis declared a mis- 
trial on those other charg- 
es. 

Manafort was convicted 
on five counts of filing 
false tax returns, one 
count of not filing a re- 
quired IRS form and two 
bank fraud counts. 

The verdict announced 
Tuesday comes as Presi- 
dent Donald Trump has 
stepped up his criticism of 
Mueller’s probe, publicly 
criticizing the investiga- 
tion on a weekly basis. As 
the Manafort trial began, 
Trump called for Muell- 
er’s probe to be shut down 
immediately. 


Manafort’s guilty ver- 
dict might strengthen 
Mueller’s hand as he con- 
tinues to investigate pos- 
sible conspiracy and seeks 
an interview with the 
president; an acquittal 
could have led to a broad- 
er effort by conservatives 
to shut down the special 
counsel’s office. 

The 18 charges in the 
Manafort trial centered on 
Manafort’s personal fi- 
nances, and had little to 
do with the special coun- 
sel’s mandate of probing 
Russian interference in 
the 2016 election and 
whether any Trump asso- 
ciates conspired with 
those efforts. 

But the trial was the 
first to emerge from 
Mueller’s probe, and as 
such it marked a signif- 
icant public test of his 
work. 


SEE MANAFORT, 7A 
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